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WEST COAST HIGHWAY — TRAFFIC CONGESTION 
Grievance 

MR S.N. AUBREY (Scarborough) [9.51 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport; Planning; Ports. 
I would like to address the traffic, amenity and pedestrian access issues on West Coast Highway in Scarborough. 

Scarborough is a rapidly growing suburb, and as our density increases dramatically, it is obvious we must address 
the traffic issues with West Coast Highway and the knock-on effect that has for pedestrian access to our beautiful 
foreshore and to the overall amenity of Scarborough. Back in September, several media articles and news segments 
suggested that a trench was being planned for West Coast Highway to address the issues associated with traffic, 
amenity and pedestrian access. I have serious concerns about misinformation being spread throughout my electorate. 
As a local member, it is a priority of mine to ensure that my community has all it needs to make informed submissions 
about matters that affect its future and the future of the Scarborough community. To that end, I ask the minister to 
outline the proposed West Coast Highway project and provide information for my community so that it can provide 
informed and constructive feedback; this way, we can work together to get the best outcomes for the state and for 
the Scarborough community. 

Before I ask the minister to respond, I will outline the issues with West Coast Highway experienced by us locals 
in the Scarborough community, anyone who transits through Scarborough via West Coast Highway and anyone 
crossing over West Coast Highway to get to the foreshore, be it by car, bike or foot. As a Scarborough local, I am 
well aware of the traffic congestion along West Coast Highway. The southbound bottleneck in the morning peak 
can bank all the way up to Trigg, and the northbound bottleneck in the afternoon peak can bank all the way up to 
City Beach. 

I live one street back from West Coast Highway and frequently walk, ride, and occasionally drive across West Coast 
Highway to get to the foreshore. As a local, one understands the flow of traffic at peak times and when to not even 
attempt to cross from Ventnor Street, Brighton Road, Scarborough Beach Road or Pearl Parade. I also know to not 
even attempt to drive anywhere near the foreshore during the markets on Thursday nights. The congestion forces cars to 
perform rat runs across the suburb, increasing congestion along other streets such as Brighton Road, Weaponess Road 
and Duke Street, where there have been frequent accidents with cars turning on to Scarborough Beach Road, or at 
the roundabout where Duke Street, Weaponess Road and Brighton Road intersect. 

I would like to acknowledge and thank the minister for her election commitment to upgrade the roundabout to 
increase safety for vehicles, pedestrians and residents. The heavy traffic along West Coast Highway also makes it 
hard for pedestrians to cross over to get to the foreshore, which reduces the amenity of the local area and forces 
locals to drive to the foreshore, which in turn increases the already problematic parking issue in Scarborough. 

I would like to quote some comments I have received from my constituents regarding the issues with West Coast 
Highway. Samantha from Scarborough asked to please address the increasing traffic congestion on West Coast 
Highway. Pauline from Scarborough said that crossing the intersection of Brighton Road and West Coast Highway 
was a dreadful accident waiting to happen. She has contacted the council, but it said it was Main Roads’ problem. 
She loves living there but says something needs to happen with the traffic. Carla from Scarborough said that traffic 
on West Coast Highway is insane on most days and that trying to enter or exit Pearl Parade can be frustrating on most 
days. Jo from Scarborough said there is no commitment to improve infrastructure and that parking is a nightmare. 
She said that the Beach Shack apartments had been built without sufficient traffic management and that traffic 
lights or an alternative to crossing four lanes of traffic to reach Pearl Parade was needed.  

I have received a lot more feedback from my community about West Coast Highway. It is an issue that affects not 
only Scarborough, but also our state, with West Coast Highway being a key transit link along the coast. I welcome 
the news of a proposed upgrade to West Coast Highway and I believe that the idea has a lot of merit. My community 
has lacked a strong voice that ensures it has input on key issues that affect its future. With the minister’s assistance, 
I hope to ensure that the Scarborough community can actively engage with the state government to get the best 
outcomes for our community. 

I would like to share some positive feedback I have received so far from my community around the proposal for 
the upgrade. Mariano from Scarborough said that the West Coast Highway upgrade is a terrific initiative that will 
undoubtedly improve the lives of all of us driving, walking and cycling daily. Mark of Scarborough said that it is 
great forward thinking and an innovative proposal from Main Roads WA for West Coast Highway from Pearl Parade 
to Brighton Road. David from Scarborough said that as a regular beach attendee, sinking West Coast Highway 
and pertinent intersections is the best concept for the long-term future of our coast. He said, “Get it done Stuart! 
Leave your mark!” Callum from Scarborough said that he really likes the proposal to sink West Coast Highway 
between Brighton Road and Pearl Parade. Glen from Scarborough said that it is a fantastic road development and 
he is interested to see what the Pearl Parade intersection looks like. Michele from Scarborough said that she loves 
the proposal to sink West Coast Highway and that it cannot come soon enough. Aleks from Trigg said that it is 
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a fantastic project and thanks us for investing in the Scarborough foreshore. Aleks said that it is a great idea and 
although West Coast Highway will stay for longer, moving it down will bring safety and so many benefits to the local 
area. Peter from Scarborough said that he is all for it and that it will be great to make that area more user-friendly. 
As a family, with a wife and one-year-old child, they head down to the foreshore every weekend at least once. Peter 
said that, at present, traffic is becoming more and more noticeable and that not dealing with this situation now will 
only make it worse in the long run. He said, “Good work on being progressive.” Thelma from Karrinyup said that 
she had received my pamphlet regarding the proposed alterations for West Coast Highway and thinks it is a very 
good idea and well overdue. Of all the submissions I have received about West Coast Highway, about 80 per cent 
have been positive, with about 10 per cent being negative and about 10 per cent being constructive feedback. 
As the minister can see from my constituents’ feedback, there is a great need and appetite for a solution to West Coast 
Highway’s traffic, amenity and pedestrian access issues. I look forward to working with the minister, all stakeholders 
and Main Roads to get the best outcome for the Scarborough community. I will finish by asking the minister to 
please provide more information on Main Roads’ future plans for West Coast Highway so that my constituents can 
make an informed and constructive submission when the public consultation period opens. Thank you. 
MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.56 am]: I thank the member for Scarborough for 
his grievance. Again, the member for Scarborough is being very proactive, engaging with my office, me and the 
relevant agencies about all the issues confronting what is a growing community, particularly about some of the traffic 
issues along West Coast Highway. The West Coast Highway–Scarborough Beach Road intersection is one that 
Main Roads has looked at for a number of years with a number of proposals. That intersection, as we know, is the 
key access to Scarborough Beach. When we look at West Coast Highway, we are seeing a significant increase in 
density in that precinct through the redevelopment zone and some of the redevelopments proposed for that area. 
The City of Stirling has been working on proposals—I would say for up to a decade, probably longer—for a rapid 
bus, light rail or trackless tram as a form of connection along Scarborough Beach Road. 
Mr R.H. Cook interjected. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister should see the new video we have done; it is going to be incredible. 
The City of Stirling is looking at how it can have a connection from Glendalough station, as I recall, to 
Scarborough Beach, with some high-frequency buses up and down Scarborough Beach Road. Its planning has 
been with this in mind, and for a long time. If we look back to that key connection of Scarborough Beach Road 
and West Coast Highway, we see that the four corners, the four sites, are significant. A number of proposals have 
been put there, but that east–west connection is very important. The feedback from the member for Scarborough—
we met with the City of Stirling again about this issue yesterday—was: how do we improve those connections 
and make it safer for more people to cross West Coast Highway and maybe have better access for people living in 
the area while also reducing some of the traffic for those using that area to go through it?  
A number of proposals have been put forward and there has been a lot of discussion in the past. One of the proposals 
was an overpass or an interchange from Scarborough Beach Road over the Scarborough Beach area and West Coast 
Highway, with some height. The feedback was that would be a little problematic in relation to connections. The 
Main Roads WA team has been working on how to get a more innovative solution to this area with improved 
connectivity, noting the iconic Scarborough Beach needs to be protected and that it is not impacted visually. 
The concept was put forward. I thank the member for Scarborough for engaging with the community very early 
on, saying, “This is the proposal that we are looking at.” The feedback has been primarily positive. We will now 
go to the next stages of consultation and planning. The planning study will move to its next stage, which involves 
the formal consultation process with the community. A computer animation has been created, which is one of the 
best commuter animations I have ever seen. It shows West Coast Highway and Scarborough Beach Road in particular, 
and what the intersections with Manning Street and Brighton Road will look like. For commuters heading towards 
Scarborough Beach Road along West Coast Highway, it is a duck-and-dive process. People travelling along 
West Coast Highway who do not want to access the Scarborough foreshore or the local streets would dive down 
and bypass the local area. The through-traffic will be reduced from the ground level. The through-traffic would duck 
down and pass under and through the Scarborough Beach area. It will remove a lot of the traffic from the ground 
level. There will be lanes at ground level, which will run parallel to the dive structure. They will be accessing the 
local roads, allowing for much better pedestrian connectivity from east to west. There will be full-movement 
intersections at Brighton Road, Scarborough Beach Road and Manning Street. That will allow a better east–west 
connection. Locals living in the area will find it much easier to move around. We will see fewer people using the 
local streets as rat runs. People will be able to move around at ground level through that whole area without all the 
vehicles that use West Coast Highway to just go through it and not stay in Scarborough. 
This is a very innovative project. The concept has also been developed for Orrong Road. It really tries to create 
much better connectivity, less traffic congestion and a safer environment for the local community and the local 
suburbs but still allow connectivity for commuters who use West Coast Highway or Scarborough Beach Road to 
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travel north–south or to move in and out of the suburb without staying in the suburb. We will now go to formal 
consultation. That planning study will go out for formal comment through Main Roads. A computer animation will 
be released so that people can visualise what it will be like. Depending on the feedback, we will go through a formal 
planning process with the Western Australian Planning Commission, which will involve some changes to the 
planning scheme to facilitate the project. This is an exciting project. In a sense, it is the commencement of this project. 
The feedback has already been positive because it will address the issues for the longer term. We could have tried 
some grade separation interchanges, but again because we are not separating the traffic, those interchanges would 
probably be at capacity relatively soon. Separating the through-traffic from the local residential traffic and local 
suburban traffic would be a great way to address that problem. 
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